
THE RANCH HOUSE, back in 1950, 
accounted for nine out of ten homes 
being built. The biggest appeal to these 
homes, says architectural writer Witold 
Rybczynski, was their diffidence. Out 
went the traditional architectural status 
symbols and in came more simplified 
style and footprint.

Along with this nod to more afford-
able, easy living came less storage and 
‘bonus room’ space.  

Now that homes in mid-century 
modern communities leave families 
dishing out more than $600,000 for a 
modestly sized Eichler, Alexander, or 
Cliff May, doing major renovations to 
add additional living and storage space 
isn’t always an option. Plus, architecture 
enthusiasts want to preserve the original 
design and layout of their homes. 

So how does one marry the trap-
pings of today’s modern life—full of 
family, hobbies, and work-from-home 
careers—with the stripped-down life-
style of MCM? Your answer could be a 
strategically placed garden shed.

Merriam-Webster defines the word 
‘shed’ as a “slight structure built for 
shelter or storage,” but modern sheds 
are much more than a place to stash 
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wire and plumb them with today’s 
conveniences opens up the extra room 
to a world of possibilities. 

The good news: you may not have 
to sell all of your earthly belongings and 
become a minimalist to live in your favor-
ite kind of home. An outdoor shed can 
provide you with the practical storage and 
extra elbowroom you’ve been seeking.

Whether you use a shed as a home 
office space, music room, gym, pool 
house, or even traditional storage, the 
possibilities are only hampered by 
your pocketbook and imagination. 

Here are some of our favorites:

1 Studio Shed
Studio Shed’s 6x12-foot storage 

plywood, wood, or corrugated steel 
for your siding. You can customize 
and configure sizes to your heart’s 
content. Starting at $4,900.  
studio-shed.com 

2 Neoshed
Neoshed’s Type 3 outdoor room measures 
a standard 10x12-feet in size, and it can 
go larger. The unit comes standard with 

for easy transport. They offer flexibly pay-
ment plans. Prices start at $7,995.  
metroprefab.com

7  KitHaus
The modern KitHaus modules are  
built with aluminum structural fram-
ing and insulated panels for floors, 
walls, and ceilings. The newest and 
smallest design is the kpod, at just 117 
square feet. It comes with a wood or 
steel-clad sliding barn door and wall-

mounted electrical outlets and data 
ports. A solar-powered system 

and heating and air condition-
ing designed for the space 

is also available. Start-
ing under $20,000. 

kithaus.com

8 Modern-Shed
Modern-Shed units are customized to 
your specifications. The materials-only 
package for the 8x10-foot unit starts 
at $6,900 and come with un-painted 
Hardie lap siding and one non-oper-
able window and a stolid steel door. 
Provide your own flooring. If you want 
it nicely appointed with pre-painted 
panels, two opening windows, and 
pre-finished interior, you’re looking at 
$15,000. modern-shed.com

9  Mini House
Mini House started as a simple, yet 
refined 160-square-foot shed that was 
flat-packed for delivery and quick to 
set up. The company now offers larger 
guest houses that range from 320 to 
1,000 square feet. Contact for pricing. 
minihouse.se 
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fiber cement-panel cladding, but like 
other prefab structures, you have options. 
It has four operable windows and French 
doors that let in a lot of light. The DIY kit 
starts at $9,500. neoshed.com

3 YardPods
If dramatic temperature fluctuations 
aren’t your thing, YardPods are custom-
ized to the climate and orientation of 
your planned shed location to maxi-
mize heating and cooling efficiencies. 
Prefabricated for speedy assembly, wall 
and roof thickness can be increased to 
boost insulation. The architects recom-
mend using a concrete slab as the floor 
to help slow down temperature fluc-
tuations. Mild climates, like northern 
California, need only a small electric 
heater for the winter months. Starting 
at $7,710. yardpods.com

4 Backyard Eichlers
Backyard Eichlers offers four standard 
models, each featuring namesake 
touches like flat or slanted rooflines, 
distinctive window treatments, exposed 

system that can be used individually,  
or combined to create a larger office 
or living space, although the lack of 
enclosed windows may post a challenge. 
The exterior can be finished in any Ral 
color (ralcolor.com) or clad in copper, 
zinc, corten steel, or marine plywood. 
The interior is lined with either birch-
faced plywood or plasterboard. Contact 
for pricing. tetra-shed.co.uk

6 MetroShed
On average, two people take just two days 
to build and weatherproof a standard 
9x13-foot MetroShed using just one screw 
gun and a ladder. The durable structure 
comes flat-packed and is constructed of 
termite-resistant wood floor joists, corro-
sion-resistant hardware, and UV-protected 
polycarbonate roofing. Dual-glazed glass 
is available. You can also put it on wheels 

beam ceilings. Many design options 
allow you to customize your model, and 
the team is also happy to work with you 
on your personal design. Kits start at 
$9,800.  backyardeichlers.com

5 Tetra Shed
Tetra Shed is a modular building  
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your rakes, pool toys, and potting soil. 
Today’s prefab structures come in 

shapes and configurations that can 
quickly provide a focal point to your 
backyard design, and the ability to 

model comes with an unfinished 
interior, a steel door, and one set of 
clerestory windows. The roof is con-
structed with 24-gauge corrugated 
steel with exposed fasteners. Choose 
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