
Ten standing lamps that bring ambience  
and functional art to modern interiors

By Adriene Biondo

Beyond the artful beauty of flow-
ers, furniture, and fine art is the art 
and ambience of a thoughtfully lit 
home interior. 

Designing inviting areas in the 
home in which the lighting is just 
right introduces warmth and livability, 
whether it’s with practical lighting or 
an atmospheric ‘conversation piece.’

Metal and wood, as well as organic 
forms and colors derived from nature, 
were often used during the postwar 
years with the design of indoor-outdoor 
spaces in mind. Mid-century-style floor 
lamps offer a distinctive look that has 
stood the test of time and work equally 
well with vintage or contemporary décor. 

When searching for mid-century 
styling, look for classic curves and 
shapely geometry, and the simplic-
ity of ‘form follows function.’ A floor 
lamp with this styling helps define a 
space and can work almost any-
where—living room, den, office, 

bedroom, even a child’s room. 
Before selecting a floor lamp, you’ll 

want to consider the area of your room 
where it will be placed and choose the 
most appropriate size and proportion 
for the lamp. Some lamps combine 
overhead lighting with task lighting—
a convenient feature to keep in mind.

With authentic 1950s and ‘60s 
lamp originals becoming pricier and 
more difficult to find, today’s new 
designs offer many benefits, including 
modern wiring, broader color palettes, 
energy-efficient LEDs, and warranties. 
Plus, they can be easier on the wallet.

To achieve that perfect mood, 
consider taking advantage of the light-
ing solutions featured here, several of 
which may also add a touch of whimsy 
or functional art to your home. From 
designs inspired by Greta Grossman’s 
‘Grasshopper’ lamp to Isamu Noguchi’s 
folded-paper lanterns, you’re sure to 
find an illuminating icon among them.

1  THE GRASSHOPPER 
Inspired by designer Greta Grossman, the angled carbon-steel 
rods give this lamp its asymmetric perspective. Glare-free light-
ing with an adjustable head to suit any task. Choose your favor-
ite shade, or make a statement by displaying bold or contrasting 
colors. 49.2 inches high x 10.6 inches wide x 16.9 inches deep. 
$399. interioricons.com

2  CURVILINEAR 
A fresh take on a mid-century-inspired form. Shell-shaped 
shades and wide-reaching arms are adjustable so you can 
direct the light just where you need it. In contrasting brass 
and satin black finishes. Energy-efficient LED lighting. 
Base: 30.5 inches diameter. Shade: 12.4 inches wide x 10 
inches diameter x 4.9 inches high. $399. westelm.com

4  CAPULLO
A travertine stone column base rises to 
a clear glass shade in this unique CB2 
exclusive design by VUUE. Brass-fin-
ished iron, glass, and travertine. Note: 
as travertine is a natural stone, color 
will vary. Dimmable foot switch. ETL 

listed. Lamp: 64 inches high x 10 inches diameter. 
Shade: 14.7 inches high x 9.6 inches diameter. 
$399. cb2.com

8  CONTOUR
This ultra-modern contour lamp from Venenzuelan designer 
Pablo Pardo is a luminous, open-framed design that radiates 
warm LED illumination within a surprisingly slim alumi-
num composition. Contrasting exterior/interior combina-
tions available in grey/white frame, or coal, pearl, walnut, 
or white oak interior. 13 inches wide x 60 inches high x 6 
inches diameter. $612+. ylighting.com

3  ARCO 
With its sleek 1960s 
aesthetic, the Arco was 
a fixture ahead of its time 
that has never gone out of 
style. This take on the classic  
is equally comfortable in mini-
malist, mid-century modern, or 
contemporary settings. Stainless 
steel with solid 142-pound Car-
rara marble base. 95 inches high 
x 12.6 inches wide x 84-88 inches 
deep. $599. interioricons.com

9  HOURGLASS
A contemporary take on woven rattan crafted 
into an hourglass. The handwoven multi-color 
shade strikes an organically modern-boho look 
that complements rustic to modern to tiki style 
environments. Handmade. 51 inches high x 12 
inches at widest width. Operates on two LED 
bulbs. Foot pedal on/off switch. $91. airdao.com

10  AKARI 10A
Iconic modern-

ist rice-paper lamp 
was designed in 1951 by 

Japanese artist Isamu Noguchi, 
who named it ‘Akari’ (‘light’ in 
Japanese), referring to its use 
and featherlight weight. This 
version is made from the 
paper of the mulberry tree, 
which emits a soft, even 
glow. 19.7 inches diameter 
x 49.2 inches high. $299. 
vakkerlighting.com
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6  TRIPLE HEADER
An updated 1950s 
classic, this perforated 
three-arm cone lamp 
brings starlight wher-
ever it’s placed. Fully 
adjustable for versatile 
ambient or directional 
reading light. In mid-
night matte black with 
antique brass accents. 
Three-way rotary pole 
switch. Compatible 
with smart outlets. 66 
inches high x 22 inches 
wide x 19 inches diam-
eter. $246. houzz.com

5  TULLIO
This sleek, geometric tri-pod floor lamp com-
plements both modern and retro interiors. The 
polished steel base is topped by a textured 
beige linen drum shade. Includes a clear cord 
and an on/off switch. 59.5 inches high x 
24.5 inches wide x 17.5 inches diameter. 
$115. practicalprops.com  

7  FLOS IC F2
A frosted lunar globe neatly 
balances atop this imagina-
tive design. The original was 
designed by Michael Anastassi-
ades for FLOS in 2014 and is 
often photographed in luxury 
interiors. This more-affordable 
version has a brushed-brass 
finish fitted with a blown opal 
glass fixture lit by a 6-watt 
LED. $1,045+. lumens.com
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